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WILDLIFE & RODENT MANAGEMENT

Tests measure Avian Control’s efficacy
USDA, the University of California-

Irvine and Penn State University are 
currently testing Avian Control, a bird 
repellent sold by Avian Enterprises.

The results of these studies are 
expected to confirm Avian Control’s 
positive efficacy relative to repelling 
nuisance birds without harming or 
affecting the taste of crops, according to 
Avian Enterprises.

“Bird damage is of critical importance 
on many crops, and particularly on 
sweet corn, small grains and on small 
fruits,” said Kenneth A. Sorensen, 

a North Carolina State University 
professor emeritus who tested Avian 
Control on blueberries in October 
2012. “Blueberry bushes that received 
no Avian Control had extensive bird 
damage, while bushes receiving the 
product had very few pecks in the fruit 
and bird droppings were minimized on 
the plant.”

Beyond university studies, Avian 
Control has positively aided vineyards 
in Michigan, in turn helping growers  
to a higher crop yield, according to  
the company.

“Avian spray was used on two rows 
of my gold-medal-winning vineyard 
of Riesling grapes, and neither the Left 
Foot Charley winemaker nor I could 
detect any off-note flavor on the grapes 
after two sprays,” said Tom Scheuerman, 
owner of Seventh Hill Farms in northern 
Michigan. “The yield on the two rows 
appeared to be higher, about 300 pounds 
per row compared to an average of 250 
pounds per row untreated.”

Avian Control uses an active 
ingredient that irritates the pain 
receptors associated with birds’ sense of 

taste and smell, without harming them. 
It is made from food-grade ingredients 
that are “generally regarded as safe” by 
FDA, according to the company.

Avian Control is effective against all 
types of agricultural nuisance birds, 
is non-toxic to humans, plants and 
animals and will not alter the taste of 
crops. The product gets rid of birds 
and prevents them from returning, 
and exhibits an increased tolerance to 
rain and sprinklers, remaining effective 
for up to 14 days, according to Avian 
Enterprises.

location where they will cause damage, 
transfer diseases to a new area and 
sustain a high mortality rate. Check the 
local game laws for more information 
related to relocation of wildlife. 

The use of poisons to help control 
wildlife is often unlawful. This is because 
most are non-specific in their targets and 
can have harmful side effects on the local 
wildlife populations. There are some 
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chemicals that can be used to help reduce 
wildlife threats, though. Burrowing 
animals such as groundhogs can be 
controlled with the use of gas cartridges, 
which are a CO2 emitting device that can 
be placed in burrows and will suffocate 
the animals inside. Gas cartridges can be 
purchased from a variety of sources and 
no pesticide license is required for their 
use. Aluminum phosphate is a similar 
method of controlling groundhogs, but 
this chemical is more difficult to obtain, 
requires a pesticide license, permits 
and site-specific conditions for its use. 

There may be other chemicals that are 
suggested for control of ground-dwelling 
wildlife, but many are not licensed or 
legal for use. It is important to check 
with agencies in your area prior to the 
use of toxicants, fumigants or poisons. 
There are other methods that have 
also been proposed, such as the use of 
compressed air or underground propane 
exploders, but these and similar products 
are often illegal.

Wildlife management can be a 
complicated activity to attempt without 
professional guidance on techniques 

and laws. It is best to first research the 
management methods that you are 
considering, consult with a damage 
management expert and visit with local 
wildlife law enforcement prior to the 
employment of any techniques. It is 
important to remember that multiple 
management methods can be employed 
together to help reduce damage threats. 
When dealing with mammal damage, 
local population management, even 
if it is conducted outside the growing 
season, can be effective in reducing 
damage.

Davis Instruments’ Integrated Pest Management 
software modules link your weather data to actual pest 
risk, helping you prevent crop damage before it starts.

Used together with our Vantage Pro2™ Weather Station, 
a Wireless Leaf & Soil Moisture/Temperature Station and 
Weatherlink® software, Davis offers you a complete solution 
for crop management.

Visit www.davisnet.com and click on the Integrated Pest 
Management link to download our FREE demo software today.
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www.davisnet.com
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